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12 February 2024  
 
 
Todd Hensley, FASTC 
Chair – American Society of Theatre Consultants Membership Committee 
c/o Schuler Shook 
363 West Erie Street, Suite 400 
Chicago, IL  60654 
 
Re: Sponsorship letter for Paul Whitaker Membership Application 
 
Todd,  
 
This letter is to express my support for the application of Paul Whitaker for 
ASTC membership.  As Paul’s colleague at Schuler Shook, I am very familiar 
with his qualifications and experience and have worked with Paul as a part of 
the leadership team at Schuler Shook.  I would like to express my unqualified 
support of his membership application to the ASTC. 
 
Paul has been a theatre consultant for over 20 years and has used his 
extensive experience as a theatrical lighting designer for regional theatre and 
opera throughout the U.S. to inform his practice in theatre consulting, as well 
as integrating architectural lighting design into his work.  He has led 
significant theatre consulting projects for which he has served as Project 
Leader and as Principal-in-Charge, including the Janet Wallace Fine Arts 
Center at Macalester College, the Weitz Center at Carlton College, the 
Howard Theatre in Washington, D.C.,  the Maple Grove (MN) Town Green 
Bandshell, and the Palace Theatre in St. Paul, MN.   
 
I believe that Paul Whitaker is qualified for full membership in the ASTC and 
that he would be a valuable participant in our Society and its activities.  
Therefore, I have agreed to serve as one of his membership application 
sponsors.   
 
 
Schuler Shook 
 

 

 
Heather McAvoy, ASTC 
Principal 
 

c:  Paul Whitaker   



| nextstage-online.com |

February 14, 2024

ASTC Membership Committee

c/o Todd Hensley, FASTC

Schulershook

360 West Erie St. Suite 400

Chicago, IL 60654

Via email: thensley@schulershook.com

Re: Letter of support for Paul Whitaker ASTC membership

Dear Todd and membership committee members,

Paul Whitaker has asked me to provide a letter of support in his effort to become a member of the ASTC. I am 

pleased to offer this support to Paul who has demonstrated his professional demeanor and expertise to me on 

numerous occasions.

His role as project manager and lead designer for the projects he included in his application demonstrates a wide 

breadth of knowledge and experience. In addition to his role as a planner and consultant Paul maintains a full 

schedule of free-lance lighting design projects for productions around the country. His 20 years of experience 

and current production work qualify him for full ASTC membership. 

My interactions with Paul are collegial and honest, he possesses the essential ability to listen, consider, and 

respond with honesty and tact. Fine qualities for an ASTC member.

I support Paul becoming a full member of ASTC.

Sincerely,

Tony Forman, ASTC



EDUCATION:

Visiting Professor of Theatrical Design - Cal Poly Pomona - Fall 2011-Spring 2012

Adjunct Professor of Theatrical Design - Amherst College - Spring 2006

Macalester College, St. Paul, MN - BA - 1997

Yale School of Drama - MFA in Theater Design - 2002   

THEATRE PLANNING 

PAUL WHITAKER

Schuler Shook - Project Specialist - January 1997-August 1999

Schuler Shook - Theatre Consultant- May 2006-August 2014

Schuler Shook - Senior Theatre Consultant - August 2014 - May 2017

Schuler Shook - Principal - May 2017 - December 2023

Schuler Shook - Partner - January 2024 - Present

     - Lead Designer and Project Manager for a variety of projects from concept design to building 

       completion.  Theatre consulting services include feasibility studies, architectural programming, 

       theatre planning and building planning, theatre seating and seating conveying systems, stage 

       rigging systems, stage curtains and tracks, stage and orchestra lifts, platforming systems, and stage 

       lighting systems.  As part of the leadership team, marketing and administrative support for 

       principles and partners.  Founding member of DEIC committee. WELL and LEED Acredited Professional

Select Projects as a Theater Consultant:

Starlight Theatre, Kansas City, MO

Emerson Colonial Theater, Boston, MA

The Playwright’s Center, St. Paul, MN

The Tulsa Performing Arts Center, Tulsa, OK

Orpheum Theatre, Minneapolis, MN

State Theatre, Minneapolis, MN

Palace Theatre, St. Paul, MN

Janet Wallace Fine Arts Center, Macalester College, St. Paul, MN

Teatro National  de Costa Rica, San Jose, CR

The Children’s Theatre Company Strategic Plan,  Minneapolis, MN 

The Luminary, Minneapolis, MN

The Ritz, Theatre Latte Da, Minneapolis, MN

Pennsylvania Ballet Rehearsal Center, Philadelphia, PA

Carleton College Weitz Center for Creativity, Northfield, MN

Teatro Amira, Barranquilla, Colombia

Hope College – Jack H. Miller Center for Music, Holland, MI

Maple Grove Town Green Band-shell, Maple Grove, Minnesota

Guthrie Green , Tulsa, OK

The Howard Theater, Washington D.C.

St. Paul Academy and Summit School, St. Paul, MN

Church of the Resurrection, Leawood, Kansas

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS:

IES Awards, IALD Awards, USITT Architecture Award

Chicago and Minneapolis Broadway World Award, Connecticut Critics Nominations, Irne Nomination

Stanley McCandless Fellow - Yale School of Drama 00/02, YSD Graduation Marshall 

Hispanic Scholarship Foundation Recipient 01/02 

AWARDS:

Long Wharf Theatre Strategic Plan, New Haven, CT

City Theatre, Pittsburgh, PA

Upper Harbor Amphitheatre, Minneapolis, MN

Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center, San Antonio, TX

River Place, Waroad, MN

Mayo Civic Center, Rochester, MN

Omaha Nation School, Macy, NE

Missouri School of the Blind, St. Louis, MO

John Goodman Amphtitheater, MSU, Springfield, MO

Ellis Hall, MSU, Springfield, MO 

Hope College Jack H. Miller Center for Music, Holland, MI

Hope College Dance Addition, Holland, MI

Granada Theatre, Minneapolis, MN

Valley High School, West Des Moines, IA 

Wilson Performing Arts Center, Red Oak, IA

Mahaffey Theatre, Rigging Renovation, St. Petersburgh,  FL

Naples Philharmonic (Multiple Projects), Naples, FL

Sisseton Fine Arts Center, Sisseton, SD

Chaminade College Prep, St. Louis, MO

The Reif Center, Grand Rapids, MN

Freelance Theatrical Lighting Designer 1997 - Present

New York Credits include work at the Public Theater, MCC Theater, Playwrights Horizons, Second Stage Theatre, 

      Atlantic Theater Company ,Intar, Ma-Yi , among others

Regional credits include work at  The Guthrie, The Alley, Yale Repertory Theatre, The Denver Center, 

     The Geffen Playhouse, South Coast Repertory, La Jolla Playhouse,  The Children’s Theatre 

      Company, The Long Wharf Theatre, The Huntington Theatre Company, Center Stage Baltimore, 

      Hartford Stage, Dallas Theater Center, City Theatre, ACT, California Shakespeare Festival, among others 

Opera Credits include work at The Minnesota Opera, San Diego Opera, Opera San Antonio, Lyric Opera of 

     Kansas City, 

PERFORMANCE LIGHTING DESIGN:



ASTC Application - WhitakerJanet Wallace Fine Arts Center – Theatre Building – Macalester College – Building Details 



ASTC Application - WhitakerJanet Wallace Fine Arts Center – Theatre Building – Macalester College – Flexible Theatre 



ASTC Application - WhitakerJanet Wallace Fine Arts Center – Theatre Building – Macalester College – Section/Space layout



ASTC Application - WhitakerJanet Wallace Fine Arts Center – Theatre Building – Macalester College – Operable Side Galleries 



ASTC Application - WhitakerJanet Wallace Fine Arts Center – Theatre Building – Macalester College – Seating Configurations 



ASTC Application - WhitakerJanet Wallace Fine Arts Center – Theatre Building – Macalester College – Operable Side Galleries 



ASTC Application - WhitakerJanet Wallace Fine Arts Center – Theatre Building – Macalester College

Support letter from Macalester College Technical Director in support of the USITT award application



ASTC Application - WhitakerWeitz Center for Creativity – Carleton College

Krakum Hall in traditional concert hall configuration

Krakum Hall in dance configuration 
with electrics trimmed in Recital Hall

The Krakum Performance Hall is at the center of the 
addition to Weitz Center for Creativity.  This 400-seat 
technically advanced hall was designed with flexibility, 
accommodating a full range of concerts, diverse music 
ensembles, dance recitals, and theatrical performances 
with minimal effort to modify the performance space. 
The hall is equipped with motorized acoustic ceiling 
reflectors that tilt down to allow electrics to fly in to 
support dance production. 

The lower half of the side walls rotate open to create 
traditional wings for dance and theatrical performance.  
Portable acoustic towers roll out from the back wall to 
accommodate smaller ensembles.  Motorized acoustic 
curtains wrap the space, allowing conductors to change 
the acoustics of the room with the push of a button.  In 
front of the acoustic curtains, an acoustically 
transparent visual surround, composed of wood panels

and metal mesh, is illuminated with concealed linear color 
changing LED strips that allow the space to completely 
transform.  The acoustic curtains cannot be seen when 
deployed. Three catwalks, color changing lighting, and a 
state-of-the-art theatrical lighting control system allow for 
theatrical possibilities rarely seen in a concert hall.

Krakum Hall with electrics trimmed in
and upstage RP Screen roll drop 
deployed



ASTC Application - WhitakerPalace Theater

The 2800 seat venue includes an open standing and 
dancing tiered orchestra level with a large bar at the 
rear.  The stage was raised to allow for better sightlines.   
The balcony has fixed seating.  The existing seating was 
refurbished to maintain the historic end standards.  The 
lower balcony was reconfigured to allow for ADA 
seating.  Sleeves are provided so that the the FOH mix 
position can be set up at multiple locations.

Front of house, new box boom and balcony rail positions 
were added.  Above the historic ceiling rigging points 
were added above sleeves through the ceiling to allow 
for a FOH truss.  Below the stage a green room and 
dressing rooms were added. Above the stage, galleries 
were added to locate company switches, provide DMX 
infrastructure, and aid in cable management.  Rigging 
points were added above the historic gridiron to support 
trusses.  

An extensive chain motor control system was included to 
support house motors.  A front Austrian can close off the 
stage for events or between acts. Marking curtains wrap the 
stage house on three sides. A new fire curtain was installed 
for safety.



ASTC Application - WhitakerSt. Paul Academy and Summit School

St. Paul Academy has a vibrant arts program with both 
the middle school and high school constantly in 
production for theatre or music performances.  The 
space is also used regularly for lectures and assemblies.  
The 600-seat proscenium is fairly traditional with a 
sloped orchestra and stepped parterre.  The proscenium 
is wide at 50’ to accommodate an orchestra.   Acoustic

curtains surround the house and are visible thru an 
illuminated metal mesh.  Over stage there are 24 
counterweight line sets, 4 motorized electrics, and 3 
motorized line sets for the shell ceilings.  
A robust hybrid lighting control system with dimmer 
racks and relay panels support both quartz and LED 
technologies. A large orchestra shell with towers and 
operable ceilings supports the music program.  To

increase stage space the orchestra shell storage alcove was 
located centrally upstage and covered with fixed wall panels 
and ceiling panels to extend the shell space for concerts that 
include a choir in addition to the orchestra.
An ample lobby and adjacent rehearsal space support the 
theatre.



ASTC Application - WhitakerThe Howard Theatre

The newly renovated modern interior 
allows for 700 seated patrons or 1000 
standing.  The original sloped floor was 
replaced, with two flat tiers, allowing 
temporary seating or dining tables to be 
brought in for select events. The 
balcony includes permanent booths, as 
well as theatrical seating. ADA seating 
is available on both levels.

The rigging and lighting systems were 
specifically designed to support a 
program of live music acts with 
flexibility to easily support corporate 
events, theatre, or dance. 

A slot was added FOH to allow some 
front lighting and some lighting above 
the dance floor without the need of 
rigging a truss.  At the rear of the hall a 
follow spot booth was included.  FOH 
rigging point sit above ceiling sleeves to 
support trusses and speakers.

Over stage a new gridiron was installed.  
This grid supports a large rectangular 
truss, a motorized venetian, and dead 
hung masking curtains on tracks.   

A lighting control system and fixture 
package was included to support local 
acts, dance nights, corporate events, 
and the weekly gospel breakfast.  The 
control system can also control the 
color changing elements that are part of 
the house lighting system.

A small lift was included in the house 
floor to facilitate moving equipment to 
the storage rooms in the basement.




